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JOHN EDMOND PERROTT (1838-1909) 


John Edmond Perrott commenced the Australian branch of 
mily. He was born at Swansea, Wales on the 4th February 
baptised on 9th March of that year. 


He was the son of David and Marion (nee Edmond) Perrott who 
re married at Swansea in 1856. David was a storekeeper and 
mmercial Traveller. 


John was obviously reasonably well educated, however it is 
t known where he received his tuition. He would have been 
pproximately 5 years old when the family moved from Swansea to 

Bristol area, so I assume he was educated in Bristol. 


John went to sea when he was approximately 18 years old 
see further details of his maritime career at Chapter 3.2). 


Nothing is known of John's time in Australia from the date 
+ his arrival in Melbourne in April 1859 and prior to his 
riage at Tumbarumba N.S.W in 1863. His obituary, However, 
gests he arrived at Tumbarumba in the same year as his 
rival in Australia. 


Perhaps he spent a little time on the Victorian goldfields, 
1 followed the "rush" to Tumbarumba . 


on the 18th September 1863 he married Sarah. the daughter 
f William and Mary Bartholomew, squatter, of Burra Station, 


"umbarumba. They were married in the Church of England 
iilding at Tumbarumba by Rev. Charles James Byng (son of 
seneral Byng) from the All Saints Church Tumut. Sarah was aged 


s and John 25. 


The 1867 Sands Directory lists John as being of Meragle and 
the 1872 edition shows him as a miner of Burra. The 1875 Post 
ffice Directory also lists him as being a miner of Burra, but 
in 1881 he is listed as a Selector of Tooma. 


John took up a 150 acre selection at Tooma on the 11th 
March 1875. The N.S.W. Department of Lands records show that 
the property had improvements of a house valued at £20, fencing 
8 and clearing £12. (See map in this Chapter). The small 
creek which is shown on the map running through the property and 
crossing the Tooma-Maragle road is, or was, known as 'Perrott's 
creek’. 


John and Sarah raised 12 children. A son John, was 
drowned as a youth at Jagumba, near Tooma in 1891. 
another son, Frederick william, was killed in action in Belguim 
in 1917. 


ERE 


Sometime prior to 1882, John travelled to the Ballarat 
distri of Victoria and visited his Uncle, Daniel Taylor 
Perrott who was residing at Symthesdale. In a letter written 
to John in 1882, Daniel spoke of a horse that John "rode to the 
Ballarat races". 


John purchased 'Thistledown', a small block of land in the 
outskirts of the township of Tumbarumba on the 28th November 
1887. The property hod improvements v lued at 83.15.0 
including, cultivation :7, fruit trees 20, she; x6, house : 40, 
grubbing 5, brush fen.e and paling 5.15.0. 


John held the mail contract between Tumbarumba and Tooma 
from 16 October 1901 to 31 December 1905. The route, twice per 
week, was;  Tumbarumba, Greenwood, and Tooma. via Burra Station 
Boggy Creek School, Meragle Homestead, and Tooma Woolshed - 29 
Miles. 


John first used a four-wheeled vehicle, with one or two 
horses and later a i-horse buggy on the mail run. 


Sarah Perrott, died at Tumbarumba on 6th April 1905. She 
was aged 59 years. 


John Edmond Perrott died of heart failure on the 19th 
September 1909. The following obituary appeared in the Albur 
Banner and Wodonga Express of the 24th September 1909; 


umbarumba «From our own Correspondent). 

The sad news was received in town early on Monday 
morning of the demise of that well-known and highly 
respected old colonist, Mr John Edmund Perrott, which 
took place at his late residence, 'Thistledown' on 
Sunday evening. arriving in Tumbarumba in the latter 
end of the fifties Mr Perrott had thus lived over half 
a century in this district, and has contributed his 
full quota to the making of local history, as well as 
having reared a large family of sons and daughters, 
who today mourn over the loss of a good and loving 
father. His wife was a Miss Bartholomew of Burra. 
Consequently the late Mr Perrott was related by 
marriage to quite a large number of local settlers. 
It was the death of his wife some 3 years ago which 
unnerved what was otherwise a very hearty old man, and 
he was forced to resign from his seat on the 
difference local committees. He finally took to his 
bed a week ago, from which he did not rise again. 

His body was interred in the general cemetery this 
afternoon beside the remains of his wife. The late 
Mr Perrott was born in England, where a large number 
of influential relatives now reside, and had come to 
Australia when nearly 20 years of age, He was about 
73 years of age at the time of his death." 


lso in the 'Tumbarumba Times' of Friday September 2 


"Another of the very few remaining links connecting 
with the distant past was snapped on Sunday 
night last, when John E Perrott passed beyond the 
veil, at the aged of 73 year The deceased, who had 
been ailing for some little time, was a well-connected 
man, and, we understand, has brothers and other 
relatives in good positions in the Church and secular 
professions in England His term in the district, we 
are informed, extend to about 51 years, during which 
he was principally engaged in mining, though he ran 
the Tooma mail for some considerable time. The late 
Mr Perrott survived his wife (a daughter of the late 
Mr Bartholomew) by a couple of years, and leaves five 


Tumbarumbe 


sons and five daughters. The funeral on Tuesday was 
largely attended, the Rev. J. Done officiating at the 
grave." 


John Edmond Perrott's last Will and Testament 
"inated his son Charles as trustee and awarded him one sixth 
are of the estate and the other children a twelth share each 


Will was dated 12th May 1905 and was witnessed by James 
bber and Joseph Kelly. 


John requested that "no mourning shall be worn by my 
ldren or any of my relatives after my death out of respect of 
He also requested that no flowers be placed on his 
ffin but, if possible, that the Union Jack be used to cover 
It wonder if this request was brought about by his 
ea-going days and in memory of shipboard burial practice 
s estate was valued at £72.11.0 af*er all expenses had been 


d. 


memory". 


As well as appearing to be well educated, he was also 
tistically talented. He made a model of a sailing ship, 
sumably the 'ISCA', which was kept in a glass case but was 
ifortunately destroyed in a fire. He also often made 
ketches, including, I was informed by his daughter Mary 
Marion), one of their home, drawn from the top of a nearby 
LUI. Some of these sketches were sent back to the family in 
iles, other remain in the possession of members of the family. 
sample of his sketches is included in this Chapter 


The obituary which appeared in the ‘Albury Banner‘ 
mentioned that John was associated with several local 
-ommittees. One of these committees appears to be the "Upper 
Tumbarumba Cricket Club", as a small diary type booklet which he 
had in his possession had the title of the club on its cover, 
ind in which he later used to place articles from newspapers, 
etc regarding recipes, cures for animal and human complaints 


etc. 


The professional I engaged to research the records in 
ondon advised; "No crew list survives the voyage from Melbourne 
London and when the vessel finally arrived back in England, 
n May 1860, the then master had to Present a crew list made up 
om the barest of facts. Reading all the information available 
to me, it appears that there was mass desertion at Melbourne and 
“he Captain (Jones) left with all the papers. At least there 
re none on board when master No.3 (No. 2 resigned within 3 
lays of signing on in November 1859) who earlier had been the 
st Mate. It was he who brought the vessel back to London on, 
Tth May 1860, and had to produce some sort of document for 
ustoms and the Board of Trade", 


It would appear therefore that John Edmond Perrott's career 
^5 a merchant seaman was brief, but colourful. 


THE SAILING SHIP "ISCA" 


The 'ISCA' on which John Perrott sailed to Australia as a 
'ewmember was a ship rigged vessel (square sails on all three 
S) of 587 tons and was built at Newport, Gwent, Wales in 
851 for W.C.Webb. 


She was named after the ancient Roman fort of isca which 

“as located at Caerleon, wales on the river Usk. (Caerleon is 

w a suburb of Newport, Wales). Isca was the headquarters of 

1€ Roman II legion, and together with Chester and York, was one 

the permanent legionary bases in Britain during the Roman 

cupation. The foundations of the fortress are dated 

chaelogically to AD 74-75 when the conquest of the turbulent 
**lsh tribe, the Silures, was in progress. 


Caerleon was also traditionally the legendary seat of King 
thur, and a welsh princely captial until the Norman conquest. 


The ship ISCA was 124.6 feet long by 27.7 feet beam by 20 
t depth. Her hull was sheathed in copper to protect against 
Teredo worm. She was initially used on tne Newport, Wales 
United States run. In 1856 she was sold to w Avery and Sons 
Bristol who used the vessel on a variety of routes including, 
wport - Mediterranean, Liverpool - South America and London - 
svdney. The last entry in LLoyds Registers for the ISCA is for 
"BS. Her ultimate fate is unknown. 


^ list of the cargo which the ISCA unloaded in Sydney is 
itained in the 'The Shipping Gazette and Sydney General Trade 
st' dated Monday 2nd August, 1858. 


CHAPTER 3.3 


BARTHOLOMEW FAMILY OF BURRA ATION 


WILLIAM BARTHOLOMEW (1805-1867) 


William, the son of John Bartholomew, a bricklayer of 
Bramsholt, Hampshire, England, and Ann, formerly Ether, was bc 
circa 1805 and married Mary Ralph on 23 August 1828 in Hampshi 


Bounty Immigrants 


William and family arrived in Sydney on 29 April 1844 aboa 
the barque 'Elizabeth' as bounty immigrants. A total of : 65 
was paid to bounty agents Carter and Bonns by the Colonial 
authorities for the safe arrival of the Bartholomew family. 


The 'Elizabeth', a barque of 437 tons, master D Morrice, 
sailed from Cor! Ireland on the ist January 1844 and travelled 
direct to Sydney without stopping at any other port. The passa 
taking 118 days 


The 'Shipping Gazette and Sydney General Trade List" new: 
of Saturday 4 May 1844 reported the arrival of the 'Elizabeth 
follows; 


beth’ left Cork with 2 Bounty emigrants on 
board, since which, eight deaths and six births have 
taken place Those who have arrived consist of 78 men, 
60 women, 35 bovs and 46 girls; they appear to have 
been well selected; but were seen at a disadvantage, 
owing to the severitv of the weather on Sunday night. 
She spoke nothing on the pa ge connected with these 
colonies; but reports that the 'Royal Saxon' was fitting 
up for emigrants for Sydney direct, to leave London on 
the 1st and Cork on the 14th March. Up to yesterday 
evening the following immigrants have been engaged on 
board this vessel; ten single men e farm labourers; a 
from 10 to 15 per annum all single women as general 
house servan.s at wages averaging from '.10 to 114, and 
also two families to proceed into the i'iterior. The 
immigrants now on board comprise about an equal number 
of farm labourers and mechanics." 


"The ‘Eli 


Health authorities in Svdnev, on inspecting the ship, 
remarked that the 'Elizabeth' was "not sufficiently roomy for 
conveyance of the immigrants to this colony" ... but "No fault 
could be found with the accommodation, which w s as good as spa 
would allow". The agents received a total of °2,935.18.0 for 
immigrants landed. 


Despite the eight deaths the vessel's surgeon was commend 


r keeping the various outbreaks of disease and illness in 
heck during the voyage. 


migration Details 


The following details have been extracted from Immigration 
cuments; 


William Bartholomew 


Health. Certified as being in good health by 
W G Smyth MD of 59 Vauxhall Walk, London. 
Character. Householders certifying William's character 
were; 
Thomas Hembrey, Carpenter, of 11 Chapel St, 
Clapham Road, 
and W G Smyth MD of 59 Vauxhall Walk 
Employer. J B Vincent, 6 Chapel Place, Duke St, 
Lincolns Inn Fields. 
Clergyman. (Certifving character) Rev.I Browne MA 
St Marys, Lambeth, surrey. 
Religion. Episcopal. 


From the addresses given above it would appear that the 


family lived in the Lambeth area of London before emigrating. It 
not known how they travelled to Cork to embark in the 
izabeth'. It would seem probable the voyage actually commenced 


om London. 


The following information has been extracted from the list 

"Persons on Bounty Ships" (Agents Immigrantion Lists) for the 

arque 'Elizabeth' (Cork). The lists are held by the Archives 
ffice of N.S.W. 


same Age Bounty Calling Resided Read & 
—— - Write 
*illiam Bartholomew 38  £]18.14.0 Bricklayer Native of London Both 
Mary 32  £18.14.0 House Servant $ Neither 
ames ig ter Se 250 Reads 
enry ae as Reads 
harles 9 mths £ 9. 7.0 
ane 10. € 9. 7.0 Reads 


ate of Bodily Health, Strength and probable Usefulness - very good. 
Complaints - None. 


Other details show that James was baptised on 10 September 
1832, Charles was born on 29 March 1843 and was 9 months old at the 


66 


time of embarkation, Henry and Jane were shown as having "no 
certificate of age". 1 assume this was because they were bors 
Hampshire, rather than London, and their baptism records were 54 
readily available. 


Employment 


The records show that William secured employment with Char 
Abercombie, a merchant of 58 Sussex Street, Sydney - private 
"esidence, Birkenhead, Five Dock. William was to be paid wages 
20 per annum and was engaged for a period of 12 months with thy 
months rations guaranteed. 


It is not known how long the family remained in Sydney. 
However, their daughter Sarah was born in Sydney on 1 September 
1845. But when Sarah was baptised on the 3rd September 1848 t 
were living at "Toomah Upper Hume River", County of Argyle, ans 
William was described as being a shepherd. 


Squatter 


The 1848 N.S.W. Gazetteer shows William as lessee of the 93 
run, Tumbarumba N.S.W. He held the same area in 1866. The 18 
Sands Directory lists him as a squatter of Boro (Burra). 


Publican 


William was also described as a publican on his daughter" 
(Sarah) marriage certificate when she married John Edmond Perr 
in 1863. It was common practice for squatters of that era to $ 
run shanty inns and it appears that william was no exception. 
have not been able to locate a Publicans licence for him however 


Family 
william and Mary had 13 children. When William died in :$ 
ne had 3 sons and 3 daughters living. An article in the 


'Tumbarumba Times’ of 31 October 1940 on the history of the 
Tumbarumba Turf Club states; 


"When Bartholomews owned Burra the young sports of the fi 
had two race tracks. One of the boys was killed on the 
Tumbarumba course when the horse he was riding fell 
during the running of a race" 


Also mentioned in the article was another son Henry, as 
having helped build the Grandstand at the racecourse in the 
Death 

William died on 13 August 1867. The cause of his death = 
from an abcess of the lung caused by a fall from his horse some 
three months previous. He was 62 years old. He was buried 


Burra Station. 


William's last Will and Testament dated 5 November 1860 
stat 


"I bequeath all the furniture, linen, glass, books, 


and consumble provisions and other household effects 
my loving wife Mary, and on hi 
my sons and daughters". 


liquor, 


to 
er death, equal shares to 


The Will was witnessed by Michael Quilty, innkeeper of 
and James Robertson also of Tumut. Goods were sworn at 


The mention of glass and liquor tends to confirm that 
am was in the innkeeping business in 1860. 


THOL. 


W (1811-1874) 


"ary was born in 1811 the daughter of Thomas and Martha Ralph. 
sas was described as a labourer. 


After her husbands death, Mary managed the Burra run and was 
i as a squatter in her own right in the 1872 Post Office 
tory, 


in her last Will and Testament, dated 29 September 1873, Mary 
ted as executors, August Langeschmeidt, Innkeeper, Michael 
ford, Postmaster and William Travers, Storekeeper, all of 
srumba. Mary bequeathed that he land at Tumbarumba lately 

ed by Mr Langford together with all buildings thereon to be 

"I also empower aforesaid executors to sell my waggon and 

ss, furniture, linen, glass, consumable provisions and other 
sehold effects to be equally divided share and share alike 


st my four children, Henry Bartholomew, Robert Bartholomew, 
‘Nugent and Sarah Perrott" 


"ary signed the Will with a cross. It was witnessed by 
Myburn, 1gust Langeschmeidt and R D Mathews. Goods were 
at under 200. 


“ary died on the 7th July 1874. 


he Burra run, sometimes shown as Boro (sacred aboriginal 

was first taken up by Robert Campbell of Duntroon in 1840. 
so held the adjacent Courabyra run. The 1848 N.S.w. 
“Teer shows William Bartholomew as lessee. The area was 

! acres and supposed to carry 400 cattle. (the prediction in 


mmigration records as to his probable usefulness was, it 
well justified!). 


n 1866 Bartholomew he:d the Same area but the assessment was 
ased to 1,000 cattle. It was generally known as 
‘olomews' rather than by the runs name. 


Some time after William's death some 20,000 acres of Burra was 
to Donnelly Bros of Borambola, near Wagga. By free selection 
ther means the Donnellys secured nearly the whole of Burra and 
1886 it was sold to Bear Bros of Grong Grong. The Groongal 


it later and subdived it. Messrs F 


Pastoral Company bought 
J J Leahy each secured portion of it 


Campbell, D Sinclair and 
160 acre portion of the rur 
his block. In 187 
compris 


The Bartholomew family owned an 
the Burra Creek. The family graves are on t 
Mary leased a portion of the block to a mining syndicate 


Messrs Shephard, Gitchell and Connelly. 


The above map shows the Burra run, at one time o 


Bartholomew family. 
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GINAL 


OF THE 'UPPER MURRAY" 


(approximately 1840) 


N.S.W. 


The first European settlers to visit the Tumbarumba 
districted were undoubtedly the members of the Hume and Hove 
party which passed through the district in November 1824. 


It is generally agreed that land in the Tumbarumba ar 
first taken up by Robert Campbell of Duntroon, near Quean! 
(now Canberra), with the Burra (or Boro) and Courabyra runs 


The Courabyra run soon passed to George Rees, who by 15 
had been succeeded by Martha Hillas. She then held 44,360 
acres, and in the early fifties disposed of the run to T.H.* 


In 1848, the Burra run, east of Tumbarumba, was in the 
possession of William Bartholomew who took over as lessee `f 
J.H.Jones. 


The first reservation of the town site of Tumbarumba w 
made by an order of Coucil dated 9 March 1847. The rese 
was officially Gazetted five years later. It has been S 
that in the gold rush era that the actual town site was no* 
static but moved along the Tumbarumba Creek as mining prog? 
downstream. 


Tumbarumba gained prominence in the 1850's as a gold = 
centre. There are several versions of how and when gold « 
actual discovered. The N.S Mines Department, however, 
publication titled "Mining History of the Tumbarumba Gold 
Field", published in 1972, claims that gold was first disc 
in 1855. It has also been claimed that william Bartholo 
his son James, were the first to discover gold in the ar 
Another popular claim is that miners, on their way to the 
Kiandra fields deserve the credit. 


Notwithstanding the various 
fever in the district was at its 
first half of that year, over 1000 ounces were shipped frot 
Tumbarumba . In a letter written on 28 February 1859, the 
Assistant Gold Commissioner «Mr R Lynch) reported that ove 
people were on the field. 


The following article concerning Adelong, Tumut and 
Tumbarumba was printed in a Sydney newspaper, 'The Empire’ 
dated Tuesday 14th June 1870. The section pertaining to 
Tumbarumba is as follows; 


"From a travelling reporter. 


On the 2ist of May I started for Tumberumba, about 
nine oclock in the morning, accompanied by a gentleman 
who knew the road well. The road follows the Adelong 
Creek for some fifteen miles. My companion pointed o! 
to me several spots where diggers had been known to 


